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SUBJECT: DEPUTY MINISTER SEMENOV'S STATEMENT OF FEBRUARY 6, 1976 
(SALT TWO - 898) 

THE FOLLOWING IS STATEMENT DELIVERED BY DEPUTY MINISTER 
SEMENOV AT THE SALT TWO MEETING OF FEBRUARY 6, 1976 
QUOTE 

SEMENOV STATEMENT, FEBRUARY 6, 1976 

I 

AT THE FEBRUARY 3, 1976 MEETING, IN THE INTERESTS OF MAKING 
FURTHER PROGRESS IN WORKING OUT SPECIFIC PROVISIONS OF THE DRAFT 
AGREEMENT ON THE LIMITATION OF STRATEGIC OFFENSIVE ARMS, 

THE USSR DELEGATION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH INSTRUCTIONS, TABLED 
NEW WORDING CONCERNING THE MUTUAL OBLIGATION OF LIMITING 
INCREASES IN THE ORIGINAL VOLUME OF ICBM SILO LAUNCHERS 
IN THE PROCESS OF MODERNIZATION AND REPLACEMENT. A PROPOSAL 
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WAS ALSO TABLED CONCERNING A COMMON UNDERSTANDING OF THE 
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WORD "ORIGINAL" IN ARTICLE IV, PAR. 4. 

ASSUMING THAT AGREEMENT WILL BE REACHED ON THE QUESTION 
OF NOT INCREASING THE ORIGINAL VOLUME OF ICBM SILO LAUNCHERS 
BY MORE THAN 32 PERCENT, THE USSR DELEGATION, IN ORDER TO ACHIEVE 
MUTUALLY ACCEPTABLE AGREEMENT ON TWO QUESTIONS SIMULTANEOUSLY, 
HAS INSTRUCTIONS TO PROPOSE THAT WORDING BE AGREED UPON FOR 
INCLUSION IN THE TEXT OF THE DRAFT BEING WORKED OUT, PROVIDING 
THAT THE DELIMITATION OF LIGHT AND HEAVY ICBMS BE MADE BOTH 
BY THE LAUNCHING WEIGHT AND BY THE THROW- WEIGHT OF MISSILES. 

IN THIS CONNECTION, THE USSR DELEGATION HAS BEEN INSTRUCTED 
TO TABLE THE FOLLOWING WORDING FOR THE DEFINITION OF HEAVY ICBMS: 

"HEAVY ICBMS ARE ANY ICBMS HAVING A LAUNCHING WEIGHT OR A 
THROW- WEIGHT GREATER THAN THAT OF THE LARGEST LIGHT ICBM 
DEPLOYED BY EITHER PARTY ON THE DATE OF SIGNATURE OF THIS AGREEMENT." 

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THAT IN ARTICLE II OF THE INTERIM 
AGREEMENT, WHICH ACCORDING TO THE AIDE-MEMOIRE IS TO BE INCLUDED 
IN THE NEW AGREEMENT, IT IS LAUNCHERS PRECISELY OF LIGHT 
AND HEAVY ICBMS THAT 

ARE DELIMITED, THE SOVIET SIDE PROCEEDS FROM THE PREMISE THAT 
THESE PROVISIONS MUST ALSO BE RETAINED IN THE HEAVY ICBM 
DEFINITION BEING WORKED OUT FOR PURPOSES OF THE NEW AGREEMENT. 

WHILE RETAINING THE CONCEPTS ADOPTED BY THE SIDES, THE PROPOSED 
WORDING OF THE DEFINITION DRAWS A QUITE DEFINITE AND PRECISE 
DISTINCTION BETWEEN LIGHTH AND HEAVY ICBMS, WHICH ENSURES THE 
NECESSARY VERIFICATION BY NATIONAL TECHNICAL MEANS. SUBSTITUTING 
THE WORD "NON-HEAVY" FOR THE CONCEPT OF "LIGHT" ICMBS WOELD 
DEPRIVE THE DEFINITION BEING WORKED OUT OF THE NECESSARY CLARITY 
AND CERTAINTY. 

IT IS THESE CONSIDERATIONS THAT ARE REFLECTED IN THE DEFINITION 
OF HEAVY ICBMS PROPOSED TODAY. 

II 

MR. AMBASSADOR, 

DURING THE RECESS THE RESULTS OF THE DELEGATIONS' 

WORK ON DRAFTING THE PROVISIONS OF THE JOINT DRAFT OF THE NEW 
AGREEMENT WERE GIVEN THOROUGH CONSIDERATION IN MOSCOW. CERTAIN 
PROGRESS IN THAT WORK WAS NOTED. 

THE USSR DELEGATION STATES THAT, TAKING INTO ACCTOUNT 
THE RECENT NEGOTIATIONS IN MOSCOW BETWEEN THE USSR AND THE U.S., 
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IT HAS BEEN INSTRUCTED TO WORK ON THE PREPARATION OF THE DRAFT 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE USSR AND THE U.S. ON THE LIMITATION OF 
STRATEGIC OFFENSIVE ARMS FOR THE PERIOD UNTIL THE END OF 1985 
ON THE BASIS OF THE AGREED PROVISIONS OF THE JOINT WORKING DOCUMENT 
OF DECEMBER 18, 1975. 

WE BELIEVE THAT MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING ON THE QUESTIONS 
DISCUSSED, AS REFLECTED IN THE JOINT DOCUMENT, IS THE POINT 
OF DEPARTURE FOR FURTHER WORK ON REACHING AGREEMENT UPON THE 
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PROVISIONS OF THE DRAFT. OF COURSE, IN THE PROCESS OF REACHING 
AGREEMENT ON THOSE FORMUATIONS WHICH ARE STILL BRACKETED 
IN FULL OR IN PART, APPROPRIATE CHANGES OR CLARIFICATIONS 
MAY BE INTRODUCED INTO AGREED FORMULATIONS. EDITORIAL CHANGES 
MAY SUBSEQUENTLY ALSO BE MADE WHEN CONFORMING THE RUSSIAN 
AND ENGLISH TEXTS. 

UNQUOTE. JOHNSON 
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